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neral prosperity must always be preferred to particular in-
terest. If a charter be used to evil purposes, it is for-
feited, as the weapon is taken away which is injuriously
employed.

The charter, therefore, by which provincial governments
are constituted, may be always legally, and, where it is
either inconvenient in its nature, or misapplied in its use,
may be equitably repealed; by such repeal the whole
fabrick of subordination is immediately destroyed, and the
constitution sunk at once into a chaos; the society is dis-
solved into a tumult of individuals, without authority to
command, or obligation to obey, without any punishment
of wrongs, but by personal resentment, or any protection of
right, but by the hand of the possessor.

A colony is to the mother-country, as a member to the
body, deriving its action and its strength from the general
principle of vitality; receiving from the body, and com-
municating to it, all the benefits and evils of health and
disease; liable, in dangerous maladies, to sharp applica-
tions, of which the body, however, must partake the pain;
and exposed, if incurably tainted, to amputation, by which
the body, likewise, will be mutilated.

The mother-country always considers the colonies, thus
connected, as parts of itself; the prosperity or unhappiness
of either, is the prosperity or unhappiness of both; not, per-
haps, of both in the same degree, for the body may subsist,
though less commodiously, without a limb, but the limb
must perish, if it be parted from the body.

Our colonies, therefore, however distant, have been,
hitherto, treated as constituent parts of the British empire.
The inhabitants incorporated by English charters are en-
titled to all the rights of Englishmen. They are governed
by English laws, entitled to English dignities, regulated
by English counsels, and protected by English arms; and
it seems to follow, by consequence not easily avoided, that
they are subject to English government, and chargeable
by English taxation.

To him that considers the nature, the original, the pro-